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John 1:37–51           November 3, 2013 
 
Introduction 
As John moves through his gospel, he continually presents witnesses 
who testify to the glorious truth of the gospel — that Jesus is the Son of 
God, the Word made flesh, and in Him alone is found salvation! But 
having a witness to the truth is not enough for a person to obtain 
salvation. There must also be a proper response to the person of Christ. 
In John 1:37–51 we will see four such responses on the part of His 
disciples. In each case, we see a different aspect of the person of Christ 
expressed.   
 
Jesus Recognized as Teacher (vv. 37–39) 
In verses 35–36 we saw the declaration of John the Baptist, that Jesus 
was the Lamb of God. This prompted two of his disciples to follow along 
after Jesus. We are not told here that John the Baptist instructed his 
followers to attach themselves to the One he identified as Messiah, but 
in light of John’s ministry of pointing people to Christ, it’s not surprising 
that people did exactly that. From verse 40 we know that one of these 
two disciples is Andrew. The other is most likely John, because he is 
always grouped among the first four of the twelve along with Peter, 
Andrew, and James. Notice the declaration they make about Jesus in 
verse 38, “Rabbi.” John translates the term for us as “teacher.” This is 
the first proper response a disciple should have toward Christ — Lord, 
teach me! Anyone who seeks after the truth or desires to find 
meaningful answers in life must first come and be taught at the feet of 
Christ. Jesus has the highest treasure that any man can seek; and He 
longs to direct our seeking toward that treasure so that He may bestow 
it for our everlasting enrichment. 
 
Take note also of how Jesus responds to their statement — “come, and 
you will see.” This was the invitation Andrew and John were hoping for. 
He was inviting them to come and gain from Him an insight into the 
mind and purpose of God Himself. But this kind of seeking did not 
spring out of a vacuum. In fact, the Scriptures declare that “there is 
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none who understands, there is none who seeks after God” (Rom 3:11). 
But Jesus knew Andrew and John to be honest seekers. The implication 
we must draw from the wider context is that they had already been 
drawn to Him by the Father (John 6:44) and convicted of their sin by the 
Holy Spirit (John 16:8). The honest seeker will always find Him 
(Deut 4:29; 1 Chron 28:9; 2 Chron 15:2; Jer 29:13) because anyone who 
seeks to do God’s will recognizes that Jesus’ teachings come from the 
Father (John 7:17). On the other hand, Jesus will not commit Himself to 
the insincere and hypocritical, no matter what their outward profession 
may be: 
 
 “Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, 
 many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did. 
 But Jesus did not commit Himself to them, because He knew all 
 men, and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He 
 knew what was in man.” ~John 2:23–25 
 
Jesus never put off the sincere, Spirit-prompted seeker. He is never too 
busy to show compassion to lost sheep who are seeking a Shepherd 
(Matt 9:36). For these disciples, the day they met Jesus was the day of 
their salvation (cf. v. 41). 
 
Another aspect of this section we should notice is their priorities. Verse 
39 declares that it was about the tenth hour (4PM). In a culture with no 
electricity, the lateness of the day would have meant it was time to 
seek shelter before nightfall. But instead of worrying about their 
temporal needs, they sought the Savior; and He graciously extended 
them an invitation to spend the night. 
 
Jesus Recognized as Messiah (vv. 40–42) 
Verse 40 identifies one of the two disciples who heard John the Baptist 
speak and then follow Jesus — Andrew. Andrew is identified as Simon 
Peter’s brother, since he was not as widely known or as prominent as 
Peter. In each appearance of Andrew in this gospel, he brings someone 
to meet Christ (John 6:8–9; 12:20–22). But now notice how Andrew 
refers to Jesus: He is the Messiah! Apparently the time spent with Jesus 
was enough to convince them of His true identity. This doesn’t 
necessarily mean they understood all the implications of His 
messiahship. But that understanding would come with time spent in the 
Master’s presence. “Messiah” is a transliteration of the Hebrew or 
Aramaic term that means “anointed one.” This term is similarly 
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transliterated from Greek as “Christ.” In the Old Testament this term 
was applied to the high priest (Lev 4:3, 5, 16, 6:22), the king 
(1 Sam 12:3, 5; 16:6; 24:6; 26:9; 2 Sam 1:14; 22:51; 23:1), the patriarchs 
(Psalm 105:15), and the people of God (Psalm 28:8). But this supremely 
applied to the prophesied Coming or Expected One (Dan 9:25–26; 
Matt 11:3). Messiah is God’s anointed Deliverer and King, His Son the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
After he came to find his brother, Andrew was not content to simply tell 
him about Jesus. He invited Peter to come and see for himself. Once he 
came to the Lord, Jesus gave him a new Aramaic name “Cephas,” which 
translates into Greek as petros ( ), meaning “rock” or “stone.” 
This name became something of a nickname for Simon Peter. But 
despite the fact that Jesus had given him this new name, sometimes the 
Lord still refers to him as Simon. Whenever we see that in Scripture, it is 
often a signal that Peter has done something that needs rebuke or 
correction. This new name was given to Peter as a symbol of what he 
needed to become. He was known for being impetuous, impulsive, and 
overeager. He would often be quick to speak and would make promises 
he couldn’t possibly keep. But those behaviors were the old Simon. 
Jesus was calling him to be a “Rock” and live in a new way. Whenever 
Jesus refers to him in this way, it is usually a subtle commendation for 
acting the way he ought. Over time, this distinction must have made 
Peter cringe whenever he heard Jesus call him by the name “Simon.” It 
would be similar to someone saying our first and middle names in a 
very stern tone: “Andrew Wade…!” Peter made a whole lot of mistakes 
during his lifetime. Perhaps the most egregious was when he denied 
that he knew Jesus with cursing on the night Jesus was betrayed. John 
records Jesus’ restoration of Peter following that event alongside the 
Sea of Galilee. Three times he addressed him as Simon and asked, 
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love me?” And three times Peter affirmed 
his love. That was the last time the Lord had to refer to him as “Simon.” 
In many ways, the lives of Christians are similar to Peter. We wrestle 
between the old and the new self. We struggle between acting 
according to our flesh and living according to the Spirit. But God lovingly 
leads and at times rebukes us so that we might live how we ought. 
 
Jesus Recognized as the Prophesied One (vv. 43–46) 
The next disciple we meet here is Philip. Unlike the other disciples who 
were introduced to Jesus by another person, Philip was sought out by 
Christ. But regardless of how a person comes to learn of Jesus, we know 
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that it is God the Father who first calls them (John 6:44). Philip is said to 
be from Bethsaida, the same town where Andrew and Peter were from. 
 
 Some folks might try and find an apparent contradiction here when 
 they compare verse 44 with Mark 1:21, 29 where Peter and Andrew 
 are said to be from Capernaum. But we know that although Jesus 
 moved from Nazareth to Capernaum (Matt 4:13), He is still said to 
 be from Nazareth (Matt 2:23; 4:13; 21:11; John 1:45). Likewise 
 Andrew and Peter may have originally been from Bethsaida and 
 then moved to Capernaum for work. 
 
After Philip began following Jesus, he came to the same conclusion as 
Andrew and John — Jesus is the Messiah! And like Andrew, he goes out 
to find Nathanael. But notice the added piece of information that Philip 
gives. Jesus is the one whom Moses and the prophets wrote about. The 
reference to Moses points us to Deuteronomy 18:15–18, where he 
predicted that the Lord would raise up a Prophet and Lawgiver like unto 
Moses. The reference to the prophets could include any number of Old 
Testament prophecies which pointed to the Messiah and found their 
fulfillment in Christ. 
 
Nathanael is most likely the same personal name of the one called 
Bartholomew in the synoptic gospels. The latter name is an Aramaic 
patronymic (i.e. it identifies the person as the son of someone); thus 
Bartholomew means “son of Tholomaeus” or the like (e.g. Barjona = son 
of Jona). Even though Nathanael was not impressed by Philip’s 
reference to Nazareth, he nonetheless decided to come and see what 
all this was about. 
 
This text is a good example of the evangelistic process at work. Andrew 
and Philip are great examples of disciples taking the truth of Christ and 
sharing it with others so they may also become disciples. This same 
process has been occurring for 2,000 years since the early days of Jesus’ 
ministry. It is important to recognize our part in this as well. Without a 
continuous chain of believers, the church would languish and very few 
would come to Christ — just as we saw in the Middle Ages. But in any 
age, the harvest is indeed plentiful! We just need to be active in seeking 
out the lost! 
 
 
 



5 
 
 

Jesus Recognized as the Son of God and King of Israel (vv. 47–51) 
When Nathanael approached the Lord after being invited by Philip, 
Jesus astounded him by revealing that He knew his character and could 
even describe the scene where Nathanael had just been. Jesus was not 
suggesting that Nathanael was sinless. He was merely pointing out that 
Nathanael’s character could not be characterized by deceit. Instead of 
the translation “true Israelite” (NIV ‘84, NET, HCSB), the correct 
translation should read “truly, an Israelite in whom there is not deceit” 
(KJV, ESV, NASB, NKJV, NIV ‘11). Jesus point is not that Nathanael is an 
Israelite, “true” or otherwise. Rather, Nathanael is a certain kind of 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit. 
 
The greater things that Jesus mentions in verses 50–51 probably refer 
to the sign-miracles recorded in this gospel, beginning in chapter 2 
(Cana). The imagery is taken from the incident of Jacob and his ladder 
(Gen 28). It is interesting to note that while Nathanael was an Israelite 
in whom there was no deceit, Jacob was notable for being both a 
deceiver and a crook. 
 
Nathanael’s final declaration brings us to the pinnacle of this section 
where Jesus is called the Son of God, the King of Israel! It is interesting 
to compare these titles with the one Jesus appropriates for Himself in 
verse 51 — the Son of Man. This title has its background in the son of 
man figure in Daniel 7:13–14 who is granted universal regal authority. 
Thus while it may appear to emphasize His humanity, it actually points 
to His heavenly origin and divine authority. 
 
Conclusion 
Jesus is the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords! One day every knee will 
bow before Him and every tongue confess this very truth. The question 
we must ask is if we will be doing that willingly or unwillingly. Salvation 
is found only in Christ. But it is only available to those who seek Him 
through the truth of His word. If we are to be saved, we must have a 
proper response to the person of Christ and His gospel. So — what 
think ye of Christ? Call on Him today and you shall be saved    
(Rom 10:9, 10)! 
                  ~AWB 


